
This fact sheet explains what happens after you attend a hearing and how you are informed of the outcome. 

What happens after a final hearing
Fitness to practise fact sheet

Outcomes

Discontinuance in full
Before reaching a full substantive hearing, the 
Allegation against the registrant is discontinued in 
full. The case is closed. 

Adjourned / Part Heard
The hearing cannot proceed or conclude within 
the allocated time and is relisted on a future date.

Not well founded
The Panel do not find the alleged facts proved, and/
or that they amount to the grounds, or that the 
registrant is currently impaired. The case is closed.

No further action
The case is well founded but no further action is 
required. The case is closed.

Caution
The Registrant's name on the HCPC Register is 
marked with the word ‘caution’ for the duration of 
the Order. Anyone checking the HCPTS website will 
see the Caution Order and the reasons why it was 
imposed. 

Conditions of practice
This places conditions or restrictions on the 
Registrant's practice. The Order is reviewed before 
it expires. The Registrant is responsible for 
providing evidence of compliance with the 
conditions put in place. 

Suspension
The Registrant is not permitted to work in their 
registered profession or to use the protected title 
whilst the Suspension Order is in place. The Order 
is reviewed before it expires.

Strike off
The Registrant's name is struck off the HCPC 
Register. They are not able to work in the 
profession or use its protected title going forward. 
After five years from the date the Order takes 
effect, the Registrant can apply for restoration to 
the HCPC Register. Readmission to the HCPC 
Register is subject to the agreement of a panel. 

The HCPC Sanctions Policy help panels make 
fair, consistent and transparent decisions.

After the hearing
Witnesses
After you have answered all the questions asked by the 
HCPC, the registrant or their representative (if present), and 
the panel, you will be released from your Oath or Affirmation. 
You are asked not to discuss your evidence until the hearing 
concludes  You can leave the Microsoft Teams meeting or 
room. The hearing will continue with the next witness.

Giving evidence can be daunting and we recognise the 
valuable contribution you make as a witness. If you have any 
subsequent questions about the hearing, please contact the 
Hearings Officer.

Registrants
Registrants are encouraged to attend all stages of the 
hearing. However, we understand that the fitness to practise 
process can be difficult to go through. If you feel unable to 
remain in the hearing until its conclusion, please inform the 
Hearings Officer. You can also contact your professional 
body, union representative, and/or a legal advisor for support 
and advice. 

The HCPC has a dedicated Registrant support service 
which is free to access. The support provided by the service 
is independent and confidential and they will not share 
information about your case with the HCPC or HCPTS. The 
HCPC’s website also has a list of support organisations you 
can access.  

The Panel's Decision
After hearing the evidence and receiving legal advice, the 
panel retires to a separate Microsoft Teams link or room to 
deliberate and make its decision in private. The decision is 
written up by the independent legal assessor. The hearing 
concludes when the panel finalises the written decision and 
announces on record the outcome and any Order imposed.

Within 7 days, the Hearings Officer sends the panel's written 
decision to the hearing participants by email. Parts of the 
hearing that were conducted in private are not referenced in 
the public version of the decision. The decision is also likely 
to be published on the HCPTS website in accordance with 
the HCPC Fitness to Practise Publication Policy.

Appeal period
The registrant has a right to appeal the Panel's decision 
within 28 days of the hearing's conclusion. Depending on the 
type of Substantive Order imposed, an Interim Order may be 
put in place to cover this appeal period. This means that the 
registrant's practice is subject to interim conditions or 
temporarily suspended. 

If no appeal is filed, the Substantive Order takes effect after 
28 days and the Interim Order expires. If the registrant files 
an appeal, the Interim Order lasts until appeal proceedings 
have concluded. The appropriate outcome will then be 
determined by the Court.

Feedback
If you feel able to, we would like to invite you to give 
feedback on your experience. Your feedback is 
important to how the HCPC and HCPTS deliver our 
services and it will help us to monitor and improve 
them. The feedback form for witnesses is here. 
The feedback form for registrants is here.

leec
Cross-Out

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=02ZMILIVKEuSCzlppS8fjp1dW8WC2WNIhFZa-_9k9KVURVVLV0FEQzAwRlg5NDlKVjdBRVU1MkJBUy4u&wdLOR=cD2EAC578-67D4-4AB2-BBA8-E3BCCE5BC6A0
https://www.hcpc-uk.org/concerns/how-we-can-support-you/ftp-registrant-support-service/
https://www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/HCPCFTPRegistrantFeedbackFinalHearings/
https://www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/HCPCFTPRegistrantFeedbackFinalHearings/
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Useful Contacts
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